26               THE QUAKER COLONIES

with different places on the river, such as New
Castle, Wilmington, Salem, Burlington, the Quak-
ers had at last found the right location for a great
seat of commerce and trade that could serve as
a center for the export of everything from the re-
gion behind it and around it. Philadelphia thus
soon became the basis of a prosperity which no
other townsite on the Delaware had been able to
attain. The Quakers of Philadelphia were the
soundest of financiers and men of business, and
in their skillful hands the natural resources of their
colony were developed without setback or acci-
dent. At an early date banking institutions were
established in Philadelphia, and the strongest co-
lonial merchants and mercantile firms had their
offices there. It was out of such a sound business
life that were produced in Revolutionary times
such characters as Robert Morris and after the
Revolution men like Stephen Girard.

Pennsylvania in colonial times was ruled from
Philadelphia somewhat as France has always been
ruled from Paris. And yet there was a difference:
Pennsylvania had free government. The (Jer-
mans and the Scotch-Irish outnumbered the Quak-
ers and could have controlled the Legislature,
for in 1750 out of a population of 150,000 the